[bookmark: OLE_LINK1]Author of 50 books and supervisor of 81 doctoral degrees, the Dutch cultural theorist, critic, video artist and curator Mieke Bal writes from an interdisciplinary perspective on cultural analysis, literature and art, focusing on gender, migratory culture, the critique of capitalism and political art. She served as the 2022–2023 chair of “The Invention of Europe through Languages and Cultures” at the Collège de France, Paris. In 2002, Bal began to make films, using the medium as a different, more in-depth, contemporary and interactive mode of cultural analysis. Since then, for her, writing, filmmaking and curating have gone together. In her 2022 book, Image-Thinking (Edinburgh University Press), she articulated her ideas about how to integrate academic and artistic thinking. She has made a number of both experimental documentaries, mostly about migratory situations, and “theoretical fictions,” films and installations in which cultural-heritage fiction is employed to help develop difficult ideas. Recently, she made a 16-channel video-installation, Don Quijote: Sad Countenances (2019), and a short essay film, It’s About Time! Reflections on Urgency (2020). Her latest short film, Refugeedom: Lonely but not Alone, made in collaboration with Lena Verhoeff, premiered in May 2023 as part of the SPEME programme on traumatic memory in Amsterdam.
